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2001 PT Cruiser 


by Tom Seroogy & Randy Mize 


It looks fine, it looks fun, and servicing the Chrysler PT Cruiser isn’t all 
that bad either. Although there a few components and steps unique to 
removing and installing the locks on this vehicle, for the most part the 
locksmith is pretty much faced with - you guessed it - a Chrysler. (See 
photograph 1.) 


Although in the SMART Key version of this vehicle a DART programmer 
is required for generating new keys, most any locksmith familiar with cars 
can quickly generate a mechanical key and/or service the locks on this high- 
priced Neon. 


1. The 2001 PT Cruiser. 


Opening: 


The Cruiser can be 
opened using a 
simple hook or J 
tool. Reach inside 
the door, in line with 
the inside lock 
button. Grasp the 
inside button lock 
rod and raise to 
unlock the door. 


Key Generation: 


Generating keys 
for the Cruiser can be 
accomplished in just 
a few minutes using 
the Determinator or 
the SKT Wafer 
Reader. Read the 
door or deck lock for 
seven of the eight 
cuts (cuts two 
through eight), then 
progression cut one 
in the ignition. 
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3. A #2 Phillips screwdriver is used to remove the shroud bolts. 


2. The PT Cruiser uses what has become one of Chrysler’s most common ignition lock. 
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4. Remove the upper shroud. 


5. Gently remove the lower shroud. 
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Ignition Lock: 


Using Strattec’s 703719 
or BWD’s LC6940, ignition 
lock removal on the 
Cruiser is similar to and as 
simple as other 
Chrysler/Plymouth/Dodg 
e and Jeep vehicles using 
the same ignition. Lacking 
the knob typically 
associated with an 
ignition, this particular 
lock has become 
Chrysler’s favorite since 
the 1998 move to an 8-Cut 
sidebar ignition. (See 
photograph 2.) 


To remove this lock, 
the two-piece shroud is 
removed first, allowing 
access to the lock’s 
retainer button. 


To begin shroud 
removal, use a #2 Phillips 
screwdriver to remove the 
shroud mounting screws. 
(See photograph 3.) Remove 
the upper shroud. (See 
photograph 4.) Then gently 
remove the lower shroud. 
(See photograph 5.) 


If a working key can be 
generated or is present, 
insert the key and turn to 
the ON position. If a key 
cannot be generated or is 
not present, drill the sidebar 
and rotate the lock. To 
locate the sidebar, use the 
lock’s keyway as a guide. 
Horizontally, the sidebar is 
located at the center of the 
keyway, on the left side, or 
about the 9 o’clock position. 
Vertically, the sidebar is 
approximately 1/4” from 
the center of the keyway. 
(See photograph 6.) 


6. Rotate the lock to the ON position. 


7. Depress the lock retainer. 
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8. Remove the lock. 


9. The Cruiser 
features a typical door 
panel that must be 
removed to access the 
door lock clip. 
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10. Remove the small 
trim panel near the top 
edge of the door. 


11. Remove the 
lock button. 


Use a scratch awl or other 
probe to depress the lock’s 
retainer button. (See 
photograph 7.) 


Remove the lock. (See 
photograph 8.) 


Door Lock: 


With the exception of a 
rather unique door clip, 
door lock removal is also 
fairly straightforward. (See 
photograph 9.) The lock itself 
is Strattec’s 703327. 


First, gentry pry off the 
small trim panel that hides 
the exterior mirror 
mounting bolt. (See 
photograph 10.) Next, while 
not absolutely necessary, we 
removed the lock button. 
This piece simply unscrews 
from the lock button rod. 
(See photograph 11.) 


Now, start removing the 
various Phillips head 
screws that fasten the panel 
to the door. One is found 
directly behind the release 
handle. (See photograph 12.) 
The rest can be found 
around the perimeter of the 
door. (See photograph 13.) 


Finally, use a 10mm 
socket to remove the 
armrest bolts. (See 
photograph 14.) 


As the latch release rod is 
still attached to the handle, 
gently pry the panel from 
the door. (See photograph 
15.) Remove the latch rod 
from the release handle 
and set the panel aside. (See 
photograph 16.) 


With the door panel 
removed, the armrest 
mounting plate blocks 
access to inside the door. 
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12. Remove the screw found behind the release 


13. More screws are located around the perimeter of the door panel. 
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Using a 10mm socket, 
remove the mounting 
plate and set it aside. 
(See photograph 17.) 


Removing the door 
clip on the Cruiser is 
more similar to the Volvo 
door clip than to any of 
its North American kin. 
Using a T30 Torx driver, 
remove the two Torx 
bolts that hold the door 
clip in place. (See 
photograph 18.) The door 
clip is actually 
incorporated into a larger 
plastic base. Remove the 
clip and its base. (See 
photograph 19.) During 
lock installation, it is 
important that the clip 
and base be reinstalled 
exactly as removed. (See 
photograph 20.) 


With the clip 
removed, the lock can 
now be taken out of the 
door. (See photograph 
21.) Typical of Chrysler 
door locks, seven 
tumblers appear in the 
lock. (See photograph 22.) 


Tailgate Lock: 


The Cruiser includes 
a lift tailgate whose 
lock, Strattec 705744, is 
separate from the 
handle release. (See 
photograph 23.) 


With the tailgate 
open, a button panel 
retainer is found near 
the latch. 


(See photograph 24.) 
Gently remove this 
retainer, and then 
remove the tailgate trim 
panel. (See photograph 25.) 


14. A 10mm socket is used to remove the armrest. 


15. With the panel lowered, the latch release rod can be seen, still attached to 
the handle. 
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16. Separate the latch rod from 
the release handle. 


17. The armrest mounting 
plate still limits our access to 
inside the door, and it must 
be removed. 
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With the panel removed, the lock is 
easy to access and remove, although it, 
like the door lock, has a single 
component not common to other 
Chrysler locks. (See photograph 26.) This 
component is a large diecast block that 
is attached to the body of the lock and 
bolted to the inside edge of the tailgate. 
Use a socket to remove the bolt, and 
then disconnect the lock rods going to 
the lock pawl. (See photograph 27.) 


Before the lock can be removed, the 
diecast block and the lock’s retaining 
clip must first be removed. To remove 
the block, it is necessary to remove the 
snap ring, the lock’s pawl and the 
electrical switch from the lock. (See 
photograph 28.) Once this is 
accomplished, the block will slide off 
and away from the lock body. (See 
photograph 29.) 


Finally, with the block removed, the 
lock’s retaining clip is removed (see 
photograph 30) and the lock can then be 
slid out the back of the tailgate. (See 
photograph 31.) 


With the tailgate lock removed (see 
photograph 32) you will notice that like 
the door lock, seven 
tumblers appear in 
the tailgate lock. (See 
photograph 33.) 


Programming 
Procedures: 


For programming, 
the following 
conditions exist: 


A. The DART and a 
vehicle PIN is 
required for 
generating new keys 
or duplicating keys 
when less than two 
working keys are 
present. (See 
photograph 34.) 


B. The Chrysler 
SMART system 
accepts a maximum of 
8 keys. 


18. T30 Torx bolts hold the door lock clip in place. 


19. The clip is part of larger, plastic base. To remove the clip, the whole plastic 
base must be pulled out of the door. 
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20. During lock 
installation, the clip 
and base must be 
installed in the same 
direction in which it 
was removed. In this 
case, the clip and 
cavity portion of the 
base are facing us. 


21. Remove the 
door lock. 
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C. On board duplicating 
requires the presence of two 
working keys. 


Duplicate Keys: 


(On Board Procedure, requires 
the presence of two working 
keys.) 


1. Duplicate key bitting onto new 
transponder key. 


2. Insert first working key into 
ignition lock and turn to ON. 
Security light will light. When 
light goes out, Turn lock to OFF 
position and remove the key. 


3. Insert the second working key 
into the ignition lock and turn to 
the ON position. Security light 
will light. When light goes out, 
turn lock to OFF position and 
remove key. 


4. Insert duplicate key into 
ignition lock and turn to ON 
position. Security light will light. 
When the light goes out, the key 
is programmed. 


Key Generation: 


(Requires Strattec DART 
programming tool and vehicle PIN) 


1. Plug DART data link 
connector (DLC) into vehicle. 
(See photograph 35.) 


2. Follow DART programming. 


a. From Main Menu select - 
SKIM FUNCTIONS. 


22. Seven tumblers appear in the door lock. 


23. The tailgate lock is separate from the release. 
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24. Open the tailgate 
and locate the panel 
retainer near the latch. 


25. Remove the 
panel retainer and 
trim panel. 
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b. Select - PROGRAM KEY(S). 


c. Enter PIN for the vehicle. 


d. Verify PIN number. 


e. Put new key into ignition and 
turn to ON. 


f. DART verifies that programming 
of key is successful. 


g. DART asks if more keys are to 
be programmed. 


Technical Information: 


Key System: 
Chrysler 8-Cut 


Security: 
SMART Key 


Key Codes: 
M0001- M2618 


Lock Manufacturer: 
Strattec 


Ignition: 
Strattec - 703719 
BWD - LC6940/LC6940U 


Door: 
Strattec - 703327 


Tailgate: 
Strattec - 705744 


Service Kits: 
Strattec - 703927 
BWD - SK6949 


Key Blanks: 
Strattec - 690222 Chrysler Logo 
- 598495 Chrysler Pentastar 
Ilco - Y160-PT 
Jet -Y160-PHT 


Key Machines: 
HPC 1200CMB - CX102 
Pak-A-Punch - PAK-C5 
Curtis - Cam CHRY-5/Carriage 
CHRY-5A 


Framon - Lay tip stop clip against 
left side of vice, tip stop key 
against clip. Set first cut at .309”. 
Spacing Block #3, Cut-to-Cut .092”. 


26. With the panel removed, the tailgate lock is easy to access and remove. 


27. Remove the 
bolt holding the 
diecast block to 
the tailgate. 
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28. The snap ring, 
lock pawl, and 
electrical switch must 
all be removed to 
release the block. 


29. The block slides 
off of the lock body. 


AutoSmart™ is the most comprehensive and popular 
automotive locksmith manual in history. Acclaimed expert Michael Hyde again 
makes history with AutoSmart Advisor™ software! You’ll have instant access to information, and best 
of all...it’s amazingly easy to use! You may never need to read the manual. 


Contains virtually every car and part known to man up through 2000. Gives all information you need 
to service the vehicle. Creates instant estimates for all automotive service jobs. Shows available ASP 
and Strattec part numbers and labor time. Can be user customized with your own service call, labor 
and tax rates. 


Because it’s from the creator of AutoSmart™ you get all methods to make the first key, plus: 


N Code series N Key machine set up information N Tumbler chart N Information on ignition 
retainers, progressioning, airbags, code locations, key silhouettes, 
transponders, valet keys, all parts and model notes N Make your 
own user notes. N Includes NGS programming instructions 


AutoSmart Advisor™ does everything 
instantly and accurately. Now your computer 
is the best automotive tool you own! 


Installation and System requirements: License is granted 
to run the software on any two computers you own. 
Installation on additional computers is available for $50 each. 
Requires 486 or better PC with Windows 95 or better and CD 
drive. 75 megabytes of hard drive space. Installable from 17 
diskettes which you can create from the CD. 16 megabytes of 
ram. Not network compatible. 


AutoSmar 
AutoSmartt 


Advisor 
Advisor ™ 
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❒ YES! Send me the AutoSmart Advisor™ for $395 
(installable on two computers) plus $5 for shipping and handling. 
Orders must be paid in U.S. funds. 


❒ Send me _____ additional licenses for $50 each. 


❒ Send me the 21 day full trial AutoSmart Advisor™ Demo for $10 
(credited toward full version purchase) 


Select payment Method: 


❒ VISA ❒ MasterCard ❒ Discover 
❒ American Express ❒ Money Order ❒ Check 


Order Total_________________ 


Card Number __________________________ Exp. Date______________ 


Signature (required) __________________________________________ 


Name ______________________________________________________ 


Shop Name __________________________________________________ 


Address (no P.O. boxes) ________________________________________ 


City ______________________ State ________ Zip ________________ 


Phone______________________________________________________ 


E-Mail (optional)______________________________________________ 


Copy or clip this coupon and send with payment to: 
The National Locksmith • P.O. Box 77-97592 • Chicago, Illinois 60678-7592 


Buy the it in the online store! 
TheNationalLocksmith.com 
Buy the it in the online store! 
TheNationalLocksmith.com 


Take a tour online at 
www.AutoSmartAdvisor.com 


Take a tour online at 
www.AutoSmartAdvisor.com 
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Spacing & Depth: 


Stop: Tip Stop, all spacing gauged from tip. 


1 - Standard Spacing 


2 - Framon Spacing 


For information on the DART, Determinator, SKT Tool, 
Strattec parts, or any tool or part involved in servicing the 
PT Cruiser, contact Lockmasters at (800) 654-0637, or visit 
their web site at www.lockmasters.com. 


30. Removing the lock clip 


31. The lock slides out side 
the tailgate. 


space1 
space2 
depth 


1 
.941” 
.953” 
.340” 


2 
.942” 
.861” 
.315” 


3 
.757” 
.769” 
.290” 


4 
.665” 
.677” 
.265” 


5 
.573” 
.585” 


6 
.481” 
.493” 


7 
.389” 
.401” 
8 
.297” 
.309” 


2001 AutoSmart™ 
Full Version Price: $95.00 


2001 AutoSmart™ 
Update Price: $45.00 


All the new information on vehicles is here, current up to 
2001. Don't hesitate and lose car car jobs unnecessarily. Get 
your 2001 AutoSmart™ now and you'll be in the driver's 
seat for automotive locksmithing! 


What's new for the 2001 book? 


• FREE Mid-Year updates due out in Summer '01. 


• Updated airbag info grid for EZ reference. 


• All the latest transponder information. 


• All new Strattec info: ignitions, door locks, trunk cylinders 
and more. 


• All new ASP lock part info with EZ to read footnotes. 


• Jet key applications now integrated 
throughout the keyblank charts. 


• Gives you every new spec and 
method to make the first key. 


The Autosmart™ also 
contains… 


• Manufacturer divider tabs for EZ reference. 


• The most accurate keyblank application guide 
in the world. 


• EZ to read and use 


• Making the first key to almost all cars and trucks, even 
high security. 


• Code locations, spacing and depths, tumbler charts. 


• Data and specs for almost every car on the road, foreign 
and domestic. 


OID: 02/01 


A Must For 
Every 
Locksmith! 


2001 
AutoSmart 
Is Here! 
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Copy or clip this coupon and send with payment to: 
The National Locksmith • P.O. Box 77-97592 • Chicago, IL 60678-7592 


CHECK PAYMENT METHOD: 
❒ Check 
❒ Money Order 
Charge My… 
❒ VISA 
❒ MasterCard 
❒ Discover 
❒ American Express 


Card # ____________________________________________________________Exp. Date ____________________ 


Signature (Required)_____________________________________________________________________________ 


Your Name ______________________________________________________________________________________ 


Shop Name ______________________________________________________________________________________ 


Address (No P.O. Boxes) _________________________________________________________________________ 


City _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 


State ____________________________________Zip Code_______________________________________________ 


Phone # ( ________________) ______________________________________________________________________ 


Buy it in the online store! 
TheNationalLocksmith.com 


Now with FREE 
Mid-Year 
Updates! 


Foreign & 
Canada $20 s/h 


Yes! 
❒ Send me a new 
2001 
AutoSmart™ 
($95) plus $5 s/h. 
Order total is $100. 
Yes! 
❒ Send me the 
2001 
AutoSmart™ Update 
($45) plus $5 s/h. 
Order total is $50. 


* Updates the 1999-2000 AutoSmart 
or the 2000 AutoSmart only. 


National Locksmith Automobile Association 
Issue No.22 • 19 


32. The Cruiser 
tailgate lock. 


33. Like the door lock, 
seven tumblers appear 
in the tailgate lock. 


NLAA 
1533 Burgundy Parkway 
Streamwood, Illinois 60107 


BULK RATE 
U.S. POSTAGE 
PAID 
DAYTONA BEACH, FL 
PERMIT NO. 447 


35. Connecting the 
DLC to the vehicle. 


34. The Strattec 
DART is a 
required piece of 
equipment for 
programming 
Chrysler’s SMART 
System. 


